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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 
 

Stephen King is not my favourite author – though he is a very talented author. 
As a rule, I prefer not being too scared to sleep while I’m in the middle of a novel, 
and Mr. King has the capacity to keep people up all night with his prose. (Don’t get 
me started on the movies!) He has written an interesting twist on a bit of history, 
however, and I’ve read 11/22/63 – his novel set around the assassination of John F 
Kennedy – with eager delight. 

 
 Not just because it put a radically different twist on a significant historical 
event; and not because it did so by adding time-travel and the several implications 
of that (so my history and science fiction needs are well satisfied…) No, the best 
thing about this novel for me was its focus on relationships, and how they can be 
both timeless and more powerful than the relentless energy of human history. 
 
 I have also encountered – via audio book (a d with a little less enthusiasm, I 
must admit) a novel that sent modern folks back to meet Jesus – hoping to prove 
Jesus resurrection to be a lie. Of course, the relationship becomes more important 
than the desire to prove the “hero’s skepticism”, (and of course, his faith is 
restored) but once again, the thing that fascinated me about this book (The 
Dydimus Contingency, by Jeremy Robinson) was the attention paid to relationships.  
  
 It turns out that neither time nor place are of any consequence. If person to 
person connections can be made and sustained, any place can be called home and 
nearly any inconvenience can be accommodated. The human desire to be 
connected – appreciated – assured – loved is the single most important force in 
human history. And within the church, we are in a unique position to encourage 
and facilitate those connections – that appreciation, assurance, and love.  That may 
explain why places of worship are part of just about every community, culture and 
context on the planet. This is how we begin to respond to the divine urge to reach 
out and open up to one another – we gather in worship.  
 
 I am grateful for the enthusiastic worship life here at St John’s. Your habit of 
faithful gathering has formed other faithful habit in you; generosity, hospitality, 
curiosity and compassion for the newcomer in your midst. You have developed a 
passion for the community and a deep desire to bring comfort and peace to one 
another. That is the kind of community Jesus fostered – the community he 
challenged his disciples to create. We are on the right path, and that is a story 
worth telling. 
 
Peace, Jeff 
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SESSION 

 

Following Leann & Ron’s move to Edmonton, the 
Session began the search for a new clerk. After some 
prayer and discernment, the Session has appointed 
Judith Ferguson to the position, which she has agreed 
to hold for one year. Thank you Judith for your 
willingness to share your gifts in this way. 
 

The Session is also beginning to consider adding new 
Elders. There will be more information circulated in the 
fall, but if you are curious about the duties and 
responsibilities of an Elder, you can find out more by 
going to the Presbyterian Church in Canada’s webpage, 
and following the resources tab to “Elders”. 
(https://presbyterian.ca/elders) 
 

 
 

 
to: 
 Loy and Murray Sanderson and Bev Beresh for 

looking after the Easter egg hunt - over 400 children 
came through our doors; 

 Ev Kleis for decorating the Sanctuary for Lent and 
Easter; 

 St John’s Music Leaders and the Choir for the 
beautiful music during Lent and Easter; 

 the readers for Holy Week services; 
 the WOC for providing and preparing the meal for 

Maundy Thursday; 
 the Worship Committee for assistance with services; 
 the Congregational Life Committee for organizing, 

making, and delivery of rose vases to the elderly, 
shut-ins, and those facing difficult times this Easter – 
special thanks to Diane Beach for coordinating the 
tasks and Kim Sherring for making the thoughtful 
cards; 

 Madison Allen for her donation of 30 Aloe Vera 
plants to give away on Easter morning; 

 the organizers of the very successful “Raising the 
Roof in Song” – special thanks to Helen Snortland for 
arranging all the talent for the show;  

 the committee who planned the very successful 
Women’s Retreat in May 2019;  

 Colleen Sherring and Kim Sherring for the work they 
have done to make the photo directory project a 
success; and 

 the Volunteer groups that have set-up and cleaned-
up Taylor Hall for various events/activities in the past 
months. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
Summer Worship in Taylor Hall begins Sunday, 
June 30th until September 1st to allow us to keep 
cooler in the heat. Those for whom stairs may be 
an obstacle are encouraged to use the blue 5th 
Avenue door and come down the ramp. You can 
pick up a hymn book and Bulletin at either 
entrance to the Hall. 
 
Choir Practice wraps up June 30 until September. 
The Worship Committee is looking for special 
summer musicians during July and August. Please 
contact Pamela Hauser, Choir Director at 
hauser.pamela@gmail.com or speak to her during 
Coffee Hour. 

 
 

BUILDING STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

 
This team has been very busy behind the scenes 
tending to the endless and plentiful maintenance 
needs of the Church – thank you for all that you 
do. The second phase of the sandstone restoration 
went smoothly. Shawn and Cory were fantastic 
guys to deal with and committed to keeping their 
work site clean with the least amount of disruption 
to the Congregation and general public that use 
the sidewalk.  
 
Our Fire Drilll in May was a success, and the 
Building Stewardship Team has met to share what 
they learned in the process. That discussion, 
combined with a recent Fire Department Annual 
Inspection, will help us ensure that we are as well 
prepared as possible for potential emergencies. 
Everyone in the Congregation should familiarize 
themselves where all the Fire Alarm Pulls are 
within the Church. 
 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
46 Food Hampers have been issued in the past six 
months. Although we’ve seen a decline in numbers 
without the food vouchers, after the Santa Claus Fund 
chose not to sponsor them anymore; most that reach 
out for assistance are always grateful. 
 

https://presbyterian.ca/elders
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Project Connect - Meetings and preparations for this 
important day in October at St. John’s are on-going. 
Plans moving forward will increase more rapidly as 
autumn approaches. 
 
Stamps 
St. John’s continues to collect stamps for outreach 
projects. The flowered stamp box can be found in the 
Narthex (or Taylor Hall for the summer). Please cut the 
stamps off – our box is too small to accommodate 
whole envelopes. Thank you. 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MISSION 
& CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
This Committee has met a number of times, working 
on the Terms of Reference, and will be back to work by 
the fall. Many people are in place to carry out most of 
the functions of this newly reformed committee, which 
is a combination of Congregational Life & Outreach and 
Faith Formation, Mission & Witness. 
 
Sunday School wrapped up June 16th with an amazing 
Promotion Sunday program. This summer, instead of 
using the guest book, we are continuing to fill our vine 
mural with leaves located in Taylor Hall. (This is a 
continuation from Promotion Sunday!) If you have not 
written your name on a leaf, please do so, and hand it 
to an Usher. Thank you. Sunday School will resume in 
September. 
 
Bible Study is on hiatus until the autumn. Watch the 
Bulletin for when it resumes. 
 

St John’s Prayer Shawl Ministry has been on going 
now for many years and our shawls have been sent all 
over the world. They are lovingly created by our own 
Congregation and prayers are knitted or crocheted into 
the shawl as it is made. Some recipients have 
continued the kindness by making a shawl and passing 
it on to someone in need, thus the love and care 
ripples from person to person with both the giver and 
the receiver feeling God’s love. 

Shawls can be used for: undergoing medical 
procedures, as a comfort after a loss, or in times of 
stress, during bereavement, and even happy times 
such as a wedding or a baptism. 

St John’s has wool available along with patterns, 
needles, cards to be given with the shawl, tissue paper 
for wrapping, and a log book so each shawl given out 
can be recorded. If shawls are given to members of the 

Congregation there is no charge but if someone wishes 
to buy one to give to a friend, the cost is $20 dollars. 
The money raised goes to buy more wool etc. 

If you want to know more about our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry or if you are interested in knitting or buying 
one, please see Phyllis Pudwell, Jeanette Heinz, or Joan 
Cruickshank. Thank you. 
 
Bottle Recycling – accounts are set up at both Redi and 
Shamrock recycling depots. When people go in with 
their recycling, give them the following information: 
 at Redi Recycling – account #42 
 at Shamrock Recycling – St John's Presbyterian 

Church 
the funds are held in trust for St John’s Sunday School. 
 
Camp Kannawin – through the “Kids Camp Fund” St 
John’s will be sponsoring Raphi Moreno Hauser for the 
Counsellor in Training program this summer. 

 
 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
& ADMINISTRATION 

 
The Operating Account is not in good shape this year. 
We’ve been falling behind every month, putting 
pressure on the Endowment Fund to keep us afloat. As 
summer sets in and many folks are on the road, please 
consider contributing your weekly gifts in advance so 
that the costs of ministry and operations can be paid.  
 
Collections for Presbyterian’s Sharing to June 23rd are 
$4,812. We have remitted $10,375. Please note that 
we are collecting only half of our commitment as voted 
on and agreed to at the Annual Meeting. 
 
We do thank you for your on-gong local, national, and 
PWS&D support! 
 
PAR Program – a number of people are on the Pre-
Authorized Remittance Program but we would like to 
see this number grow. The program allows for your 
monthly Offering to be automatically withdrawn from 
your bank account on approximately the 17th of each 
month (similar to Mortgage payments, newspaper, 
cable, etc.) and credited to the Church account. No 
need to write weekly or monthly cheques; and even 
while you are away, your faithful commitment to St. 
John’s continues. You are free to change the amount at 
any time. If you would like more information or are 
interested in signing up, please talk to Treasurer, 
Jeanette Heinz, or see Kim at the Church Office. 
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PASTORAL CARE 
LEADING WITH CARE 

 
Hospital Policy – Clergy will only know you’re a patient 
if you register as a Presbyterian when admitted. (This 
virtually never happens in Emergency!) If you’re going 
in to the hospital and would like a visit, please let the 
Church Office know the date. If you’re admitted 
unexpectedly, have a friend or family member let Rev. 
Jeff or Kim (Admin Assistant) know.  
 
Caring For Each Other In St. John’s – most important, 
pray for those members of our Church family who are 
in hospital, other care facilities, or confined to home. 
Our Congregational Life committee also makes pastoral 
visits, and Joyce Miller would be glad to include 
additional visitors. We can ALL share in this essential 
ministry! 
 
Did you know there is a Prayer Chain at St. John’s? If 
you know of someone who needs our prayers, you can 
call Cindy Henders 403-529-9195 or the Office and give 
them the name of the person you would like us to pray 
for. (Please ask that person if they will give us 
permission to place their name on the Prayer List.) If 
anyone would like to be part of the Prayer Chain, you 
can join by phoning Cindy. 
 
Leading With Care Policy – an Usher will be locking the 
front door & the 5th avenue door at 10:40 AM. The 
Usher will also do a walk-through of the lower level 
checking for wayward people. If you arrive late for 
Worship and find the front doors secured, please go to 
the side (blue 5th avenue) door and push the “Kitchen” 
labelled doorbell. You may have to wait until a Sunday 
School Teacher can let you in. We don’t want members 
locked out but we also have to watch for our children’s 
safety. 
 

 

ST JOHN’S MEN 
 
Thanks to the generosity of our men and their friends – 
the Men’s Breakfast group is pleased to donate $100 to 
the “Grocery Hamper” program of St. John’s. There is 
always a need to support this on-going “charity-begins-
at-home” project! Thanks to all who have helped this 
season! Watch for news of September’s Breakfast. 
 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
 
The WOC is introducing an initiative to reduce the use 
of plastic and Styrofoam in the church kitchen. At 
coffee hour and other small events we are asking that 
you use spoons rather than plastic stir sticks, and, if 
needed, small paper plates rather than Styrofoam. 
Thank you for helping us to Go Green. 
 
Need some summer reading material? Check out St 
John’s Twice Told Tales library! Thank you for 
supporting this fundraising project for the Women of 
the Church. The money is used for a mission project 
that the WOC choose. Whether soft or hard covered, 
each book is $2. Please continue to bring us your used 
books and buy others of your choosing. If you have 
books to donate, please leave them on a bottom shelf 
in Morrow Hall and they will be shelved for display.  
 
“Jewellery, Jewellery, Jewellery” – the WOC will once 
again collect jewellery for Midnight Madness in 
November. The Chest “marked Jewellery” has been 
moved down to Taylor Hall for the summer and will be 
returned to the Narthex in September. Please place 
your items inside. Your support is greatly appreciated! 
 
 

ODDS & ENDS 
 
Vandalism 
A window in one of the Sunday School classrooms was 
tampered with but not damaged, in an attempt to 
break in. It was reported to the Police. Please ENSURE 
you go back and check that all windows have been 
LOCKED (especially if you are the one that opened 
them). 
 
Staff Vacation Schedules 
 Kim Sherring will be on vacation July 5 to July 22. 

Colleen Sherring will be volunteering in the Office 
during Kim’s absence. 

 Rev. Jeff will be on vacation July 29 to August 11. 
Watch the Bulletin for Pastoral Care information. 

 Allison Kapcala will be away the first two weeks of 
July and first two weeks of August. 

 
The Sense in No Scents 
Please remember to come to Worship and other 
Church events SCENT-FREE. Those of us with allergies 
will be very grateful! 


